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CHAPTER II 
BABBITT 
In Main Street, Lewis had expressed strong indignation 
at the dullness and standardization of the American small 
towns~ It has been previously pointed out that his utter-
ances reflected the growing fee ling of discontent and dis-
satisfaction which was becoming more pr evalent in the 
various literary circles and intellectual centers of the 
country . of:;- !fL.,\,' '.' {;; '{; ' i ,i 
wVhat Lewis set forth in Babbitt was the accusations 
many Americans had begun to level at business men: "Un-
certainty of purpose , insecurity of their fortunes, pre-
tens i ons with which they covered up their self distrusts, 
adolescency in their societies , and jargons and infantilism 
16 
:1 . of their imagination" • 
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These accusations resulted largely from the influence 
of the critical e s says of Randolph Bourne, Van Wyck Brooks , 
and other men of note who had attacked the 
man~ his acquisitive ideal of Suooess . 
~ 
American business 
H. L. Menoken · 
struck at the "vanity and ill iteracy of the average American, 
17 
the hol lowness of 100~ Americanism , and the like." 
I\ 
---i-16-. -c. Van Doren - Sinclair Lewis , A Biog . S.lretch 
17 . F. L. Pattee The New American Literature 
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Arrowsmith and Dodsworth are Lewis's greatest novels. 
Prior to the writing of Arro.wsmith, Lewis--although re-
cognized as a powerful satirist--was refused recognition 
as a novelist. This was because his works had presented 
a picture of only one side ot' life; in Ar.rowsmith and 
Dodsworth Lewis has drawn well-rounded pictures of life. 
In -Arrowsmith, for the first time in any of his 
works, Lewis presents many characters rather than cari ... . 
catu:res. Although filled with satire aimed at American 
medical institutions, the average reader is more interested 
in the story as it relates the experiences of Arrowsmith 
and his wife, Leora, rather than in this satire. The 
reader is a~-are of the latter, but _considers it only as it 
affects the story proper--not as aimed at something which 
greatly affects actual society. 
The satire in Arrowsmith is very open and virulent 
at the beginning of the novel, but it gradually becomes 
more subtle as the story progresses so that a great deal 
is left to the inference of the reader; it is presented 
chiefly through the dialogue. 
godsworth is also interesting to the reader as a 
story of the . dif'ficul ties which Fran and Sam Dodswo.rth 
meet up with rather than as a satire on Americans abroad, 
their reflections upon Europe. and the reflections of 
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